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Division 19: Wheatbelt Development Commission, $1 606 000 � 
Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 
Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development. 
Mr D.J. Singe, Director and Chief Executive Officer.  
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ocean Reef. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I refer to page 269 of the Budget Statements and the heading �Income Statement�. The second 
paragraph under that heading deals with income. What opportunities has the royalties for regions grants scheme 
created to enable the Wheatbelt Development Commission to better engage with its communities?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Ocean Reef for the question. Obviously, all the development 
commissions have benefited from the decision-making responsibility for the regional grants scheme, plus the 
substantial boost in funding that that scheme has received. Mr David Singe will outline some of the priorities for 
the wheatbelt. 
Mr D.J. Singe: The commission has a number of wide-ranging priorities. It has paid particular attention to the 
evolution of health service delivery reform, and to education and training, because those areas are part of the 
four pillars of regional development, and both sets of services are essential to attract and maintain regional 
residents in the wheatbelt. They are two of the really big areas. However, the nature of regional development 
means that we are involved in a wide range of projects and a whole sphere of different activities. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I note from the Budget Statements that agriculture, particularly grain production, 
remains dominant in the region, and that the important focus is on infrastructure and transport needs. In this 
context, can the minister explain the proposition for managing grain freight into the future? If we do not proceed 
with an upgrade to the rail network, what is the alternative vision? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Armadale for the question. The member is right. Cereal growing is 
the major industry of the wheatbelt. I am very happy that the rains came towards the end of last week, and that 
has enabled this year�s cropping operation to get underway. There has been a long-running debate for many 
years now about the need for reinvestment back into the grain rail network, which brings the grain from the 
wheatbelt to port, and that debate is continuing. I think that at long last there has been some recognition that the 
network had a substantial injection of government funds at the turn of the century. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Which century is the minister talking about? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Just before the privatisation, there was a government investment into the grain network.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Is that so? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: That is my understanding; that is what I have been advised of. They are now seeking further 
government investment in the network. Since the Grain Infrastructure Group did its modelling, there have been 
some substantial changes to the shape of the industry. The deregulation of the wheat industry, with the removal 
of the Australian Wheat Board�s single desk, has led to some changes, and, also, Co-operative Bulk Handing is 
going through some substantial changes. It is important, therefore, that if the government does invest in the grain 
rail network, it does that with a view to the future about where the key transport corridors are going to be. It 
would be silly to invest simply because a rail line is there if the industry does not need that investment to take 
place. Work is currently being done to upgrade the Grain Infrastructure Group plan between the �  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Is this the work that is being done by the federal government? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Yes. The commonwealth and the state are working � 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: So the state is working on it as well? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Yes, the commonwealth and the state. That is my understanding. It is within the portfolio of 
the Minister for Transport, but it is my understanding that both the state Minister for Transport and the federal 
government are working on a feasibility proposal going forward. That will identify where the priorities are. Just 
in the past couple of weeks, WestNet Rail has said that it believes the number one priority is the Northam-
Albany line, given that Albany is the second largest grain export port in the state. They have also said that they 
believe that the GIG proposal, although it has some merit, may be somewhat outdated given the changes to the 
industry going forward. I would expect to see some support for the grain rail network in the future.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The minister said earlier that he understood that the privatisation agreement 
contained provisions requiring the private operator to upgrade the rail. Is that right? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No. The point I made was that I understood that, because the grain rail network was not a 
profitable part of the line, government investment was required to maintain those lines. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: That is not what the minister said earlier. Okay. Can the minister then explain 
whether this is an appropriate project for royalties for regions funding?   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Once again, I answered that earlier in the day. This project has been on the drawing board 
since 2005, when the GIG process handed down that report. I have made it clear on multiple occasions in the 
media and in Parliament, and now here in estimates, that I think this is the normal operations of government and 
it should be funded under the transport budget, not the royalties for regions budget. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: That is just bizarre. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Is there a break-up of the percentage of effort that the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission is focused on regarding either its previous or ongoing programs, as opposed to the percentage that 
is focused on new efforts on delivering initiatives with the royalties for regions funding? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Pilbara for the question. The member for Pilbara is right in saying 
that the commission has a role in continuing to monitor previous grant funding rounds under the regional 
infrastructure projects program. Some of those grants are still being made available as projects meet key 
performance indicators. It is important to recognise that the development commissions, under the leadership of 
previous governments and now under the leadership of the new government, do not just give out grant funding 
and then exit the system. They are continuing to keep a close auditing role. I will hand over to David Singe to 
comment on that. 
[11.30 am]  
Mr D.J. Singe: The commission maintains a service delivery structure that has been the same over a number of 
years. Therefore the works and the projects being applied for are consistent over a long time, so the applications 
that we have received to date and the way in which we are dealing with our funding program has provided a 
fairly continuous position. The new funding provides us with the opportunity to take up additional initiatives. 
The commitments that the commission made in the past are being honoured and met, and they remain consistent 
with all the guidelines under which the commission operates.  
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: The last part of my question is to either the minister or to Mr Singe. I read the 
description on page 268 of the importance of facilitating services and infrastructure. I refer to the local authority 
of Victoria Plains and its identification to state and federal governments of both political persuasions and the 
need for the realignment of the Great Northern Highway around the town of New Norcia. Is the work that the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission is collaborating on within government; and, are there resources within the 
development commission specifically targeted to try to achieve that end? If not, where is that up to? 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I shall let David Singe answer that, but I agree the Great Northern Highway is probably the 
least well-funded road that I regularly travel on, compared with the Great Eastern Highway. Given the type of 
traffic volume that that road takes, it is in need of a substantial upgrade.  
Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I do not travel it that often, but I will hand over to David Singe to answer that question. 
Mr D.J. Singe: The particular item that the member referred to has not been drawn to the commission�s 
attention as a project it has been asked to deal with. It has just not been suggested in that respect. However, we 
have a longstanding partnership with Main Roads Western Australia, and only yesterday I was talking with the 
regional manager about the Great Northern Highway, commending him because I had driven up to New Norcia 
the other night in very wet weather and I said to him that the sections that have been redone are an improvement 
on the miserable goat track that we previously had. The actual bypass of New Norcia�I went there the other 
night and stayed over�has not been brought to our attention, but Main Roads is focusing a lot of effort and as 
much money as it can get to improve the Great Northern Highway. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Has it not been brought to the attention of the minister either? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Main Roads would not have said it has not been brought to its attention. That is 
ridiculous! 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The subject of a bypass for New Norcia has not been brought to my attention since I have 
been a minister. 
Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I refer to page 266, the first line item, �Information and Promotion Services�, under 
�Service Summary�, in particular the last dot point on the page, which begins � 

Regional marketing of the Wheatbelt region � 
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My experience has been that is has been quite difficult to attract people to work in the wheatbelt region, and it is 
very refreshing to see that dot point. What is being done specifically to attract people to live and work in the 
wheatbelt? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The wheatbelt has taken a real lead in regional branding. We are not a Margaret River or 
somewhere like that, that has got that well-known brand, but because of that, I think that they probably work 
harder to try to build that brand. Quite a few functions have been held around the Heartlands branding logo that 
they undertake. It provides a good way for local suppliers of food products and other cottage industries to all 
work together to try to grow that brand of the wheatbelt and the Heartland branding. That ties into the regional 
tourism market and others to try to encourage more people to head east when they jump into the car for the 
weekend, rather than head south or north. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


